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Key Research Questions and Findings

• How aware Asians are of the problem?

• How concerned are Asians about the problem?

• How supportive are Asians of various policy actions to address 
climate change?

Research Questions

• Asians’ awareness of the problem is generally low.

• Asians are the least supportive of certain policy actions (e.g., 
alternative energy development, energy cost increase). 

• There exist significant intra-regional differences in the level of 
awareness and concern about climate change.

Key Findings



Climate Change as a Key 
Environmental Policy Issue

• Climate change as a focal point in recent 
environmental policy debates
– Kyoto Protocol (effected in 2005)

– Nobel Prize Award to IPCC & Al Gore (2007)

– Earth Hour (2008)

• Americans naming climate change as the 
single biggest environmental problem 
(CBS Poll)
– 16% (2006)  33% (2007)



Climate Change Poll Headlines



Asia as a Key Region for 
Global Governance of Climate Change

 Asia contains some of the largest 
emitters of greenhouse gases
– China overtaking the US as the largest 

emitter of CO2 in 2006
– Four Asian nations among the top ten 

CO2 emitters in 2008

 Asia is one of the most 
vulnerable regions to climate 
change effects
– Economic costs of climate change 

effects in Southeast Asia projected to 
be 6.7% of GDP in 2100, compared to 
the global average of 2.6% (Asian 
Development Bank)



Data & Method

• Data
– Cross-national 

polls (2006-2007)

• Method
– Cross-regional & 

intra-regional 
comparisons of 
four types of 
survey questions 
on climate change 
(19 questions 
from 7 polls)



Types of Survey Questions/Statements on 
Climate Change (examples)

Awareness/Concern

• Have you heard of 
global warming or 
climate change?

• Is climate change a 
serious problem?

• Are you concerned 
that energy use is 
causing climate 
change?

Support for Policy 
Actions

• It is necessary to 
take major steps to 
address climate 
change

• Individuals 
definitely need to 
change lifestyle to 
reduce climate 
change gases

Views of Domestic & 
International Policy 

• Do you support tax 
incentives for 
alternative energy 
development?

• Less-wealthy 
countries should 
cut emissions

• Wealthy countries 
should give  
assistance



Cross-regional Findings: Awareness
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Cross-regional Findings: Concern
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Cross-regional Findings: Support
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Cross-regional Findings: Policy Views I
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Cross-regional Findings: Policy Views II
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Some Intra-regional Findings

• The levels of awareness and concern about climate change 
are higher in East Asia than in Southeast Asia.
– Exception: Bangladesh (vulnerability factor?)

• Chinese are the most supportive of the need for rich 
countries’ financial/technological assistance in climate 
change mitigation, while Indians are the least supportive of 
such a proposal.

• Chinese are the most supportive of unconditional raise in 
energy tax to deal with climate change effects, while South 
Koreans are more supportive of energy tax if earmarked for 
alternative energy development. 



Preliminary Causal Analysis for 
Intra-Regional Variations



Policy Implications

Greater reluctance to take up the costs of adjustment for climate 
change among Asians imply a significant hurdle for 
implementing climate change policies.

Such reluctance may be due to generally low levels of awareness 
and concern about climate change among Asians.

Intra-regional differences in Asians’ perceptions of climate 
change problems may become a barrier to establishing a 
common framework for devising regional policy measures.


