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Abstract

This paper examines environmental policies in East Asia — Japan, Taiwan, Korea, and
China — and the correlated R&D output. The analysis is multifaceted and considers
international, regional, and domestic approaches. The pattern of policies and research
output to address the environment is strong in all four of these countries, and China has
been particularly prolific in the number of climate change-oriented publications. There is
a disconnect, however, between China’s environmental targets and those of the other
three countries. The opportunity for China’s immediate neighbors to have a positive
impact on its environment (and ultimately theirs) lies in regional research projects such as
the APPCDC and technology transfer programs like the CDM. Quantitative analysis for
the 2000-2008 period is based on data from the USPTO, ISI Web of Science, and
ministerial-level publications.
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